
All programs are held in the Lerner Auditorium, Conrad Sulzer Regional Library at 4455 N. Lincoln Ave.

                                                         Spring 2026 Lecture Series

co-sponsored by the COnrad sulzer Regional library

Ravenswood-Lake View Historical Association

Chicago is known for its lakefront and skyscrapers, da Bulls and da Bears, pizza and 
popcorn, but it should also be known for its 120 plus outdoor public fountains. These 
beautiful fountains splish and splash in fun, artistic, surprising ways. Many have fascinat-
ing stories to tell. Who built them and why? What do they represent? This lavishly illus-
trated presentation will tour Chicago’s wet and wild side. Learn about these fountains’ art 
and architecture, history and mystery. 

An award-winning journalist, Greg Borzo has been a writer for the American Medical 
Association, the Field Museum and the University of Chicago. He’s a tour guide and loves 
to share his enthusiasm for Chicago’s myriad artistic, cultural and historical treasures. 
Borzo’s books include The Chicago “L” and Lost Restaurants of Chicago. 

Ships that made Chicago headlines
Thursday, April 30 at 6:30 pm with Chuck Betzold

Chicago has had a rich maritime history for nearly 200 years. The city was 
once one of the busiest ports in America. Lake Michigan and the Chicago 
River have brought Chicagoans a variety of vessels for both commerce and 
pleasure. Many of them made newspaper headlines; some tragic, others 
quite whimsical. 

Stories abound, from the early lake schooners to modern day freighters, 
and from houseboats on the Chicago River to excursion ships like the  
ill-fated Eastland.

Chuck Betzold is a local historian.He currently leads tours of Bohemian 
National Cemetery where he serves on their Board of Directors. Betzold was 
also a docent at Tribune Tower, where he worked as a graphic artist for the  
Chicago Tribune for over 30 years.

The Uptown Theater: Chicago’s Endangered Movie Palace

Thursday, March 12 at 6:30 pm  
with Robert Loerzel and James A. Pierce

Authors Robert Loerzel and James A. Pierce will talk about their new book on the history of 
the Uptown Theatre, which opened 100 years ago. One of America’s largest and most lavish 
movie palaces, a theater that was “built for all time,” it’s been vacant and unused for more than 
40 years. As they offer their insights into the building’s past and potential, Loerzel and Pierce 
will share views of the Uptown throughout its ten decades.

 Pierce, a journalist, WDCB-FM jazz radio host, and a founder of Friends of the Uptown, 
has been documenting the Uptown Theatre and advocating for its restoration since 1998. 

Loerzel, a journalist, documentarian and photographer, is the author of Alchemy of Bones: 
Chicago’s Luetgert Murder Case of 1897, and the documentaries Union Stockyards and the 
Chicago River for the WTTW series Chicago Stories and worked on WBEZ’s Curious City. 
Loerzel and Pierce will also be selling and signing a limited quantity of books. The book can 
also be purchased at cityfilespress.com.

History of Chicago’s Fountains
Wednesday, May 13 at 6:30 pm with Greg Borzo



Annual membership dues:	 Interest Areas:
m Individual	 $20	 m	 General Programs
m Senior	 $10	 m	 Author Series
m Family	 $35	 m	History Contest
m Business	 $50	 m	Tours

Check One: 	 m	New Membership	 m	Renewal Membership

Please make checks  
payable to: 
the Ravenswood-Lake View 
Historical Association  
and mail with this form to:

Ravenswood-Lake View  
Historical Association
6728 N. Jean Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60646

Name_________________________________________________

Adddress ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________           

_____________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________

E-mail:  secretary@ravenswoodhistorical.com     www.ravenswoodhistorical.com

Join Now!

m_Donation:
Amount: $ _________________


