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O’Leary cow cleared
of setting fire to Chicago

Local historian credits English language skills for quick rise to power by Irish

BY PATRICK BUTLER

What was the biggest difference
between the Irish and everyone
else who came here during the
19th century’s immigration tidal
wave?

They spoke English and knew
good opportunitiecs when they
saw them, historian Thomas
O’Gorman told a March 8 pre-St.
Patrick’s Day program sponsored
by the Ravenswood/Lake View
Historical Association at the Sulz-
er Library, 4455 N. Lincoln Ave.

“Ditch diggers from the canal
projects saw their children filling
cavities (as dentists) and operating
on people (as doctors) thanks to
the educations they got at places
like St. Ignatius (high school) and
Loyola Univ.,” said O’'Gorman.

In fact. the engineer in charge
of building the canal linking Lake
Michigan to the Illinois River was
himself an Irishman, he added.

The Irish also knew how to
bide their time and wait for their
chance, even when then-newly-
elected Mayor Levi Boone was fir-
ing every city worker not born in
the U.S., said O'Gorman, an artist,
author of 14 books and columnist
for Inside Publications™ Skyline,
Inside-Booster and News-Star.

A staunch member of the anti-
immigrant and especially anti-
Catholic Know Nothing Party, this
grand-nephew of frontiersman
Daniel Boone urged repealing
naturalization, which would have
meant only those born here could
be U.S. citizens, O'Gorman said.

Mayor Boone even started Chi-
cago’s first major riot when he
tried to close the taverns on Sun-
day and during the Civil War was
arrested and jailed on suspicion
of helping a Confederate escape
from Camp Douglas, a notorious
Chicago POW camp.

But with 20,000 Irish-born Chi-
cagoans by 1860, it soon became
impossible to continue treating
the Irish as second-class citizens,
O’Gorman noted.

Once the shooting started, and
the newspapers began reporting
stories of heroes like Chicago Irish
Brigade Col. John Mulligan, “the
dominant culture had to recognize
that the Irish were as patriotic as
anyone else.”

While they were atit, O’Gorman
added. “the Irish discovered a nat-
ural bent for political leadership.”

thanks in part to their mastery of

the English language and the fact
“they did not ‘ghettoize.” They
lived all over the city so other
immigrants with problems would
go to their Irish neighbors for ad-
vice.”

“In time, they became the om-
budsmen between their neighbors
and City Hall,” he said, adding
that soon the Irish were City Hall,
producing leaders like North Sider
Edward Fitzsimmons Dunne, the
only person ever to become mayor
of Chicago and move on to be Il-
linois governor.

He might even have gotten a
seat on the U.S. Supreme Court
if he hadn’t been blackballed by
President Woodrow Wilson for
leading a delegation to Versailles
asking that Irish independence
be included in the treaty ending

World War 1.

“Wilson wanted Britain to sup-
port his efforts to create a League
of Nations and knew the British
would never support that if the
treaty included independence for
Ireland,” O’Gorman said.

But it wasn’t just the politi-
cal realm of the Daleys, Kellys,
Burkes and so many others that

With 20,000 Irish-born
Chicagoans by 1860,
it soon became
impossible to continue
treating the Irish
as second-class
citizens, Thomas
O’Gorman noted.

marked the Irish presence in Chi-
cago, he said, adding that by the
carly 20th century, a majority of
both the priests and policemen
were also Irish.

Even the father of Tennessee-
born Cardinal Samuel Stritch,
Chicago’s archbishop from 1940
to 1958. was an Irish rebel,
O Gorman said.

In fact, “Pat Collins. onetime
chief of detectives, was the older
brother of Michael Collins, who
some call “the man who made

modern Ireland.” Pat was always
writing letters to his brother prom-
ising a job on the police force if
he came to Chicago,” O’Gorman
said.

Some of “the Big Fellow’s™ rel-
atives, incidentally, are still living
here in Chicago.

Another noted Chicago police
officer — Chief Francis O’Neal,
who headed the police department
from 1901 to 1905, is credited
with saving literally thousands of
Irish folk songs that would have
been lost forever, said O’Gorman.

O’Neil 1s remembered on both
sides of the Atlantic, including his
namesake pub at 3471 N. Elston
Ave,

With the passage of time, even
Mrs. O'Leary’s cow is no longer
blamed for starting the Chicago
Fire, said O’Gorman, a onetime
aide to Ald. Edward Burke (14th).
chairman of the Police and Fire
Committee which in 1997 ruled
that neither Catherine O’Leary
nor her cow did anything to cause
the fire that engulfed about a third
of the city.

The likeliest suspect, he added.
1s an inebriated neighbor who may
have dropped his pipe on the straw
when he went into the barn to get
some milk, O’Gorman added.
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M[INI]AY' Trivia at 8:30 p.m. in Main Bar

$5 Glasses of Wine, 1/2 Price Bottles of Wine, $5 Captain Morg
Cocktails, $4 Modelo Drafts, $5 Burgers - Choose Your Protelnt
(Cheese and Fries Included)
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TUES“AY $3 Coors Light & Miller Lite Drafts $4 Well Cockta
$4 Green Line & Stella Arlois Draits, $5 Jumbo Wing Baskelf

WE"NESHH Karaoke in Lucy’s at 9 p.m.

$1 Coors Light & Miller Lite Bottles, $4 Well Cocktails,
35 Grape & Cherry Bombs, $5 Fireball Shots

TH“HSH“ Trivia in Lucy’s at 8pm

$5 Jim Beam & Jack Daniels Cocktails, $10 Domestic Pitchers,
$5 Jumbo Wing Basket (10)*

FHH]AY HAPPY HOUR 4-7 p.m.

$5 Guinness & Green Line Drafts, $5 Makers Mark Cocktails

SBN“AY. $6 Tito’s Handmade Bloodies, Jumbo Screwdtivers;
White Trash Mimosas and Cocktails, $4 All Domestic Bottles,
$12 Pitchers, $6 Jumbo Wing Basket (10)* -
$8.95 All You Can Eat Cincinatti Chili Buffet!
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SATHH[IAY: $6 Tito's Handmade Bloodies, Jumbo Screwdrivers,
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* Crystal & China Repair

Both Days
* Door Prizes
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» Handicap Accessible
* Plenty of Parking

Blackhawk Center
1101 W. Jefierson St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Entry $6
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Elite Taxi School & Defensive Driving Course (DDC)

Get your Chauffeur License!
Become a Taxi Driver IN ONLY 5 DAYS!
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Save money by driving a cab
Make money part-time or full-time

Get paid cash daily

on your credit cards

Pick-up hail fares on streets
Make money using

City "CURB" App

Eam up to $1,500 a week + tips
Official City of Chicage
Medallion Cabs

Drive Official Taxi Cabs

with no worries

Full coverage insurance

driving or not

Fully covered Workman's Comp
If injured

Free Repairs and Free Car Wash

What are you
waiting for?

FREE CLASSES

(312) 564-8070

Sign Up NOW!
www.Elitetaxischool.com
info@elitetaxischool.com

2635 S. Wabash Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60616

“[P]rofessional precision.”

-Colin Douglas, Chicago Theatre Review
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March 4-27

Saturdays at 3 pm | Sundays at 3 pm
Mondays at 7 pm

1016 N. Dearborn Street, Chicago IL 60610
312-587-7390 | www.shawchicago.org




